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Proposed Charter Amendments 

 

 That at the November 7, 2023 Election the following amendments to the City 

Charter shall be submitted to the resident, qualified voters of the City of Rosenberg, 

Texas: 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 1 

Should Section 1.02 The boundaries. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to eliminate obsolete references, update terminology to current legal 

usage, and replace the description with a reference to the official city map? 

 

Sec. 1.02. The boundaries. 

The boundaries of the City shall be the same as existed prior to the adoption and 
ratification of this Charter and as are more fully set out and described by the official city 
map of the City.  

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 2 

Should Sections 1.03 and 1.04 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be 

amended in order to eliminate provisions that reference obsolete references to state law 

and be combined into a single Section 1.03 setting out the City’s authority to fix the 

boundaries of the City of Rosenberg? 

Sec. 1.03. Extension of boundaries. 

(a) The City shall have the power to fix the boundaries of the City, to extend the 
boundaries of the City and annex area adjacent to the City, and to exchange area 
with other cities. 

(b) Any area of the City may be disannexed pursuant to any procedure allowed under 
state law whenever, in the opinion of the City Council, there exists within the corporate 
limits of the City a territory not suitable or necessary for City purposes. The City 
Council may discontinue said territory as part of the City by ordinance after 
conducting a public hearing on the matter. State law reference—Annexation, 
V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 43.001 et seq. 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 3 

Should Section 2.01 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be amended in 

order to replace obsolete references, update terminology to current legal usage and grant 

the City the power of local self-government to the extent permitted by state law to read 

as follows: 

Sec. 2.01. General. 

 The City shall have the power of local self-government to the fullest extent 
permitted by law, and shall have all powers possible for a city to have under the 
constitution and laws of the State of Texas as fully and completely as though they were 
specifically enumerated in this Charter, with all of the implied powers necessary to carry 
into execution those powers and those express and implied powers necessary for the 
government, interests, health, welfare, and good order of the City and its inhabitants. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 4 

Should Section 2.02 General Powers Adopted. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and 

update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 2.02. General powers adopted.Intergovernmental Relations. 

The City may exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions, and may 
participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with 
the Government of Texas or any agency thereof, with the Federal Government or any 
agency thereof, or with the government of any county, city or political subdivision to 
accomplish any lawful municipal purpose. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 5 

Should a new Section 2.04 Disaster Clause. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 
Rosenberg be adopted to provide a contingency plan in case of disaster to read as 
follows: 
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Sec. 2.04. Disaster clause. 
 

In case of disaster when a legal quorum of the City Council cannot otherwise be 
assembled due to multiple deaths or injuries, the surviving persons of the City Council, or 
highest surviving City official, if no elected official remains, shall, within 24 hours of such 
disaster, request the highest surviving officers of the Fort Bend County Commissioners 
Court to appoint a number of residents of the City equal to the number necessary to make 
a quorum to act during the emergency as the City Council. The newly appointed City 
Council shall call a City election within 15 days of their appointment, or as provided in the 
Texas Election Code, for election of the vacant offices, if for good reasons it is known a 
quorum of the present City Council will never again meet. If it is determined that a quorum 
of the present City Council will meet again, the appointed Council Members shall serve 
in their position until such time as the present Council Members may begin serving. 
 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 6 

Should Section 3.01 Number, Selection and Term. of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.01. Number, selection and term. 

The legislative and governing body of the city shall consist of the mayor and six (6) 
council members and shall be known as the "City Council of the City of Rosenberg."  

(a) The mayor and two members of the city council shall be elected from the city at 
large.  

(b) The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the city council and shall be 
recognized as the head of city government for all ceremonial purposes and by 
the government [governor] for purposes of military law but shall have no regular 
administrative duties. The mayor shall be entitled to vote on all matters under 
consideration by the city council.  

(c) The mayor and six (6) council members, including two (2) at large council 
members and four (4) council members elected by districts shall be elected to 
two-year terms. The mayor and (2) council members shall be elected at-large in 
even number years, except as otherwise specifically stated in this section. The 
two (2) at large council members positions shall be respectively designated as 
Position 1 and Position 2. The remaining four (4) council members shall be 
elected by districts, designated as Districts one (1), two (2), three (3) and four 
(4), in even numbered years.  

At the general election in May 2021, the mayor and the two (2) at large positions, 
Position 1 and Position 2, shall be placed on the ballot for election for a one-year 
term. At the General election in May 2022, the mayor and six (6) council 
members, including two (2) at large council members and four (4) council 
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members elected by districts shall be placed on the ballot for election to two-
year terms.  

All positions shall be elected to two-year terms after the foregoing provisions 
have been effected.  

(d) The four (4) members of the city council elected by districts shall be elected from 
districts which shall be designated Districts one (1), two (2), three (3) and four 
(4). The area or territory includable in the district shall be adjusted from time to 
time or reconfigured as the city may annex or de-annex territory or area within 
the city. A legal description of all property to be includable in any of the several 
districts shall be on file in the office of the city secretary of the City of Rosenberg.  

(e) No elected official shall serve for more than a combined total of five (5) 
consecutive terms on the city council or in the position of mayor. When 
calculating consecutive terms, time spent as a council member and time spent 
in the position of mayor shall be combined. For purposes of this subsection, an 
official shall have been considered to have served a term upon taking the oath 
of office, regardless of whether the official serves the complete term. Any official 
who has served five (5) consecutive terms shall be prohibited from serving 
another term for a period of one (1) year and eleven (11) months from the date 
of the expiration of the fifth consecutive term. Such consecutive term limitations 
shall include an elected official's current term on the effective date of this 
amendment, as well as all prior successive terms.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 7 

Should Section 3.02 Qualifications. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because 

they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and update 

terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.02. Qualifications. 

The mayor and each other member of the city council shall have and possess the 
following qualifications to be a candidate for such office and shall retain such 
qualifications during the term of the office for which a person might be elected. Such 
qualifications are:  

(a) Be a resident of the City of Rosenberg for twelve (12) continuous three hundred 
and sixty five (365) days before the first allowed filing date forprior to the election 
date and have resided in the State of Texas for twelve (12) continuous months, 
and if a candidate for a council district position, then shall have been a resident 
of such district for twelve (12) continuous months before the first allowed filing 
date for the election date; and  
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(b) Be a United States citizen; and  

(c) Be twenty-one (21) years of age or older on the first day of the term of office that 
the candidate is seeking; and  

(d) Not have been previously determined mentally incompetent by a judgment of a 
court of competent jurisdiction; and  

(e) Not finally convicted of a felony for which a pardon has not been given; and.  

(f) Shall not be delinquent in paying any local, state, or federal taxes; and 

(g)  Shall not be indebted to the City; and 

(h) Shall satisfy any other eligibility requirements prescribed by this Charter or other 
law for the office for which they are a candidate. 

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 8 

Should Section 3.06 Vacancies. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be 

amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because they 

have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and update terminology 

to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.06. Vacancies. 

When a vacancy occurs in the city council, the remaining members of the council 
shall, within ten thirty (30) days, appoint a qualified person to fill the unexpired term. 
However, the city council shall not appoint more than one councilman in any twelve 
months period, and in case a vacancy has been filled by the city council within twelve 
months prior to the subsequent vacancy, or if more than one vacancy occurs at the same 
time or before a prior vacancy has been filled, the city council shall call a special election 
within thirty (30) ten (10) days from the date the last vacancy occurred. Said election shall 
not occur sooner than forty-five (45) days from the date of any order calling an election 
and shall occur on the first day thereafter set under the laws of the State of Texas as a 
uniform date for elections in municipalities under the laws of the State of Texas. However, 
in the event that the unexpired term is 12 months or less, City Council may appoint a 
person to fill the vacancy. 

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 9 

Should Section 3.07 Powers of the City Council. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 
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because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and 

update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.07. Powers of the city council. 

All powers of the city and the determination of all matters of policy shall be vested in 
the city council. Without limitation of the foregoing and among the other powers that may 
be exercised by the city council, the following are hereby enumerated for greater certainty:  

(a) Remove from any office or position of employment in the city government, any 
officer or employee or member of any board or commission.  

(ab) Establish, consolidate or abolish administrative departments and distribute the 
work or divisions.  

(bc) Adopt the budget of the city.  

(cd) Authorize the issuance of bonds by a bond ordinance.  

(de) Inquire into the conduct of any office, department or agency of the city and make 
investigations as to municipal affairs.  

(ef) Provide for such additional boards and commissions, not otherwise provided for 
in this Charter, as may be deemed necessary, and appoint the members of all 
such boards and commissions. Such boards and commissions shall have all 
powers and duties now or hereafter conferred and created by this Charter, by 
city ordinances or by law.  

(fg) Adopt and modify the building code of the city.  

(gh) Adopt and modify the official map of the city.  

(i) Adopt, modify and carry out plans proposed by the planning commission for the 
clearance of slum districts and rehabilitation of blighted areas.  

(hj) Adopt, modify and carry out plans proposed by the commission for the 
replanning, improvement and redevelopment of any area or district which may 
have been destroyed in whole or in part by disaster.  

(ik) Regulate, license and fix the charges or fares made by any person, firm or 
corporation owning, operating or controlling any vehicle of any character used 
for the carrying of passengers for hire or the transportation of freight for hire on 
the public streets and alleys of the city.  

(jl) Provide for the establishment and designation of fire limits and prescribe the kind 
and character of buildings or structures or improvements to be erected therein, 
and provide for the erection of fireproof buildings within said limits, and provide 
for the condemnation of dangerous structures or buildings or dilapidated 
buildings, or buildings calculated to increase the fire hazard, and prescribe the 
manner of their removal or destruction within said limits.  

(km)  Fix the salaries and compensation of the city officers and employees.  
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(ln) Provide for a sanitary sewer and water system and fix charges therefor, and 
require property owners to connect their premises to such sewer system, and 
provide for penalties for failure to make sanitary sewer connections.  

(mo) Exercise exclusive dominion, control and jurisdiction, in, upon, over and 
under the public streets, avenues, sidewalks, alleys, highways, boulevards and 
public grounds of the city and provide for the improvement of same as provided 
in Article 1105B, Chapter 9, Title 28 of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas of 1925, as now or hereafter amended.  

(np) Provide for sanitary garbage disposal, and set fees and charges therefor, and 
provide penalties for failure to pay such fees and charges.  

(oq) Compromise and settle any and all claims and lawsuits of every kind and 
character in favor of or against the City of Rosenberg.  

(pr) Provide, by ordinances, for the exercise by this city of any and all powers of local 
self-government not made self-enacting by this Charter or by statute.  

(qs) Provide, by ordinance, for the exercise of the police powers of the city.  

(rt) Prevent the construction of housing below standards fixed by the council.  

(su) Pass all ordinances deemed by it to be necessary or proper for the government 
of the city.  

(tv) To lay out, establish, open, alter, widen, lower, extend, grade, abandon, 
discontinue, abolish, close, care for, pave, supervise, maintain and improve 
streets, alleys, sidewalks, squares, parks, public places and bridges; and to 
regulate the use thereof; and to require the removal from streets, sidewalks, 
alleys and other public property or places of all obstructions and encroachments 
of every nature or character; and to vacate and close private ways as permitted 
by general law.  

(uw) To exercise all other powers authorized by the constitution and laws of the State 
of Texas and by the other provisions of this Charter.  

(vx) The city council may, by ordinance, prohibit the drilling of water wells for 
commercial, industrial or agricultural purposes and may provide regulations for 
the drilling and use of water wells for commercial, industrial, agricultural and 
domestic purposes.  

(wy) Reserved.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 10 

Should Section 3.09 Meetings of the City Council. of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 
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inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.09. Meetings of the city council. 

The city council shall hold at least one regular meeting in each month at a time to be 
fixed by it for such regular meetings, and may hold as many additional meetings during 
the month as may be necessary for the transaction of the business of the city and its 
citizens. All meetings of the city council shall be public and shall be held at the city hall, 
except that the city council may designate another place for such meetings after 
publishing due notice thereof in one issue of a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Rosenberg. The mayor or any three members of the city council may call special 
meetings of the city council at any time. The city council shall determine its own rules of 
procedure and may compel the attendance of its members. Four of the qualified members 
of the city council shall constitute a quorum to do business. Minutes of the proceedings 
of all meetings of the city council shall be kept, to which any citizen may have access at 
all reasonable times and which shall constitute one of the archives of the city. The vote 
upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions shall be taken by record vote and 
entered upon the minutes.  

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 11 

Should Section 3.10 Procedure for passage of ordinances. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.10. Procedure for passage of ordinances. 

The affirmative vote of four (4) members of the council shall be necessary to adopt 
any ordinance or resolution. Every ordinance shall be in written form and upon passage 
shall take effect at the time indicated therein, or if no time be specified, then immediately 
after passage and approval; provided that any penalty, fine or forfeiture for a violation of 
ordinance provisions shall become effective from the date of its publication. The city 
secretary shall give notice of the passage of every ordinance imposing a penalty, fine or 
forfeiture for a violation of the provisions thereof, by causing the ordinance in full or its 
descriptive caption, including the penalty, to be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the City of Rosenberg at least one time within ten (10) days after 
the passage of said ordinance. He or she shall note on every ordinance the caption of or 
which is hereby required to be published, and on the record thereof, the fact that same 
has been published as required by the Charter, the name of the newspaper and the date 
of such publication, which shall be prima facie evidence of legal publication and 
promulgation of such ordinance; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not 
apply to the correction, amendment, revision and codification of the ordinances of the city 
for publication in book or pamphlet form. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, no 
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ordinance shall be finally passed until it has been read on two (2) separate days, unless 
the requirements for reading it on two (2) separate days be dispensed with by an 
affirmative vote of five (5) of the council members. Every ordinance upon its final passage 
shall be authenticated by the signature of the mayor and city secretary and shall be 
systematically recorded in an ordinance book in a manner approved by the council. It 
shall only be necessary to record the caption or title of ordinances in the minutes or journal 
of council meetings. The final reading of such ordinance shall be in full, unless a written 
or printed copy thereof shall have been furnished to each member of the city council prior 
to such reading. The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be "Be it ordained by the 
Council of the City of Rosenberg."  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 12 

Should Section 3.11 Code of ordinances. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 3.11. Code of ordinances. 

Within six months after the effective date of this section, the council shall cause all 
general ordinances of the city to be compiled and printed in code form. For the purpose 
of this section general ordinances shall be deemed to be those ordinances of a permanent 
or continuing nature which affect the residents of the city at large. Every general ordinance 
enacted subsequent to the original codification required above shall be enacted as an 
amendment to the code. After the original codification, the council shall have the power 
to cause all general ordinances to be recodified and reprinted whenever in its discretion 
such is deemed desirable, and it shall be mandatory upon the council to cause all general 
ordinances to be recodified and reprinted before the expiration of any ten consecutive 
years following the last preceding codification or recodification. When adopted by the city 
council, the printed codes of general ordinances contemplated by this section shall be in 
full force and effect without the necessity of such codes or any part thereof being 
published in any newspaper. Such printed code shall be admitted in evidence in all courts 
and places without further proof.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 13 

Should Section 3.14 Audit and examination of city books and accounts. of the Home Rule 

Charter of the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have 
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become inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.14. Audit and examination of city books and accounts. 

As soon as practicable after the close of each Fiscal Year, an independent audit shall 
be made of all accounts of the City government and corporations established by the City. 
The certified public accountants, appointed by the City Council, shall have no personal 
interest, directly or indirectly, in the financial affairs of the City or any of its officers. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 14 

Should a new Section 3.15 Comprehensive plan. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 
Rosenberg be adopted to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.15. Comprehensive Plan. 

(a)  The City Council shall adopt and implement a comprehensive plan to guide, 
regulate, and manage the future development within the corporate limits and the 
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City, and to assure the most appropriate and 
beneficial use of land, water, and other natural resources, consistent with the public 
interest.  

(b)  The comprehensive plan shall be reviewed and adopted no less than every five 
years. 

  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 15 

Should Section 4.01 City manager. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire city council to appoint 

or remove a city manager to read as follows: 

Sec. 4.01. City manager. 

(a) Appointment and qualifications: The city council shall appoint a city manager by a 
vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire city council who shall be the chief administrative 
and executive officer of the city and shall be responsible to the city council for the 
administration of all the affairs of the city under his jurisdiction. He shall be chosen 
by the city council solely on the basis of his executive and administrative training, 
experience and ability, and need not, when appointed, be a resident of the City of 
Rosenberg. No member of the city council shall, during the time for which he is 
elected and for one year thereafter, be appointed or designated city manager.  

(b) Term and salary: The city manager shall not be appointed for a definite term but may 
be removed at the will and pleasure of the city council by a vote of two-thirds (2/3)the 
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majority of the entire council. The action of the city council in suspending or removing 
the city manager shall be final, it being the intention of this Charter to vest all authority 
and fix all responsibility for such suspension or removal in the city council. In case of 
the absence or disability of the city manager, the city council may designate some 
qualified person to perform the duties of the office during such absence or disability. 
The city manager shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the city 
council.  

(c) Powers and duties of the city manager: 

(1) Appoint, and when necessary for the welfare of the city, remove any employee 
of the city, except as otherwise provided by this Charter.  

(2) Prepare the budget annually and submit it to the city council, and be responsible 
for its administration after adoption.  

(3) Prepare and submit to the city council as of the end of the fiscal year a complete 
report on the finances and administrative activities of the city for the preceding 
year.  

(4) Keep the city council advised of the financial condition and future needs of the 
city and make such recommendations as may seem desirable.  

(5) Perform such duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or may be required of 
him by the city council not inconsistent with this Charter.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 16 

Should Section 4.03 City secretary. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to eliminate the requirement that assistant city secretaries be 

appointed by city council; replace obsolete references and update terminology to current 

legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 4.03. City secretary. 

The city council shall appoint a city secretary. and such assistant city secretaries as 
the city council shall deem advisable. The city secretary, or an assistant city secretary,  
shall give notice of council meetings, shall keep the minutes of the proceedings of such 
meetings, shall authenticate by his signature and record in full in a book kept and indexed 
for the purpose, all ordinances and resolutions, and shall perform such other duties as 
the city council shall assign to him, and those elsewhere provided for in this Charter.  

 

[Portions deleted] 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 17 

Should Section 4.04 Municipal court. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because 

they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and update 

terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 4.04. Municipal court. 

(a) There shall be established and maintained a court designated as a Municipal Court 
for the trial of misdemeanor offenses with all such powers and duties as are now or 
hereafter prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas.  

(b) The City Council shall appoint Municipal Judge(s). 

(b) The judge of the Municipal Court of the City of Rosenberg shall be appointed for a 
two-year term and shall serve such additional term or time until said judge shall be 
reappointed or a successor judge shall be appointed and take office.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 18 

Should Section 4.06 Department of health and sanitation. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 4.06. Department of healthHealth and sanitation. 

The City shall employ one or more health sanitarians. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 19 

Should Section 5.02 Regulation of Elections. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and 

update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 5.02. Regulation of elections. 

The city council is the final judge of all elections and of the qualifications of its 
members and of any other elected officials of the City.  
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[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 20 

Should Section 5.03 Filing for office. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because they 

have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 5.03. Filing for office. 

Any person having the qualifications set forth for councilman under section 3.02 of 
this Charter shall have the right to file an application to have his name placed on the 
official ballot as a candidate for elective office. Such application shall clearly designate by 
number the place on the council to which the candidate seeks election, and such 
application in writing signed by such candidate and accompanied by his loyalty affidavit 
as prescribed by V.A.T.S. Election Code, Article 6.02, [V.T.C.A., Election Code § 141.031] 
filed with the mayor not less than thirty days (in computing said thirty days, the date of 
filing and the date of election shall not be counted) prior to the date of election shall entitle 
such applicant to a place on the official ballot.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 21 

Should Section 5.04 The official ballot. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because they 

have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 5.04. The official ballot. 

For every regular election and for every special election called to fill one or more 
vacant places on the council, the city secretary shall place upon the official ballot the 
name of every candidate who shall file an application which complies with the provisions 
of this Charter. The council places to be filled shall be placed on the ballot in numerical 
order, and such places being numbered one, two, three, four, five and six respectively. 
The name of each candidate shall be placed on the ballot under the designated place for 
which he shall have filed and in such manner that the names of the candidates for each 
place shall be clearly separate and distinguishable from the names of the candidates for 
every other council place. The order on the ballot of the names of the candidates for each 
respective council place shall be determined by lot in a drawing to be held under the 
supervision of the city secretary at which drawing each candidate or his named 
representative shall have a right to be present.  
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[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 22 

Should Section 5.05 Election by majority and run-off elections. of the Home Rule Charter 

of the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 5.05. Election by majority and run-off elections. 

At every regular election and at every special election called to fill one or more vacant 
places on the city council, election to each place on the council shall be by a majority of 
all votes cast for such place at such election. In every such election, each qualified voter 
shall vote for not more than one candidate for mayor and for each at large council place 
to be filled and shall vote for not more than one (1) candidate for a district council position 
in the district where said qualified voter resides and shall not vote for candidates for other 
council districts. Where, in an election to a place on the council, no candidate receives a 
majority of all the votes cast for such place at such election, the council shall immediately 
upon declaring the official results of the election, issue a call for a run-off election for every 
place to which no one was elected. In conformity with the Texas Election Code, a run-off 
shall be held on the first Saturday after the final canvass of the votes in the main election 
that occurs not earlier than the 20th day and not later than the 30th day after the date of 
said final canvass. In such run-off election, the two (2) candidates who received in the 
preceding election the highest number of votes for each place to which no one was 
elected shall be voted on again, and the candidate who receives the majority of the votes 
cast for each such place in the run-off election shall be elected to such place.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 23 

Should Section 5.06 Laws governing city elections. of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 5.06. Laws governing city elections. 

All city elections shall be governed, except as otherwise provided by this Charter, by 
the laws of the State of Texas governing general and municipal elections.  
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[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 24 

Should Section 5.07 Conducting and canvassing elections. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete 

references as follows: 

Sec. 5.07. Conducting and canvassing elections. 

The election judges and other necessary election officials for conducting all such 
elections shall be appointed by the city council. The election judges shall conduct the 
election, determine, record and report the results as provided by the general election laws 
of the State of Texas. In accordance with the laws of this state, after an election, the city 
council shall meet, open the returns, canvass and officially declare the result of the 
election as to candidates and questions and issue certificates of election to candidates 
elected as hereinbefore provided.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 25 

Should Section 5.08 Oath of office. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because they 

have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 5.08. Oath of office. 

(a) Every elected and appointed officer of the City of Rosenberg shall before entering 
upon the duties of office take such oath of office as shall be prescribed and permitted 
from time to time under the laws of the State of Texas.  

(b) Each Member of the City Council shall take office upon completing the oath of office 
and shall hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified; such time 
period being defined as the Term of Office.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

 



16 
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 26 

Should Articles VI. RECALL OF OFFICERS. and Article VII. LEGISLATION BY THE 

PEOPLE, INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; eliminate obsolete references; and 

combine the two Articles into a single Article as follows: 

 

ARTICLE VI.  RECALL OF OFFICERS, LEGISLATION BY THE PEOPLE, INITIATIVE 

AND REFERENDUM 

Sec. 6.01.  General Authority. 

(a) Any elected city official, whether elected to office by the qualified voters of the city 

or appointed by the city council to fill a vacancy, shall be subject to recall and 

removal from office by the qualified voters of the city on grounds of incompetency, 

misconduct, or malfeasance in office. 

(b) The registered voters of the City shall have the power to enact ordinances through 

the initiative process set forth in this Charter unless otherwise preempted by state 

law such as: the enactment of ordinances relating to the adoption or amendment 

of the City budget or any capital expenditure; the appropriation of money; the 

levying of taxes; the adoption or amendment of a comprehensive plan; the 

adoption, amendment, or repeal of zoning districts or regulations; the annexation 

or disannexation of land; the setting of rates, fees, charges, or assessments; the 

setting of salary or compensation of officers or employees; or the granting of 

franchises. 

(c) The registered voters of the City shall have the power to repeal ordinances through 

the referendum process set forth in this Charter, unless otherwise preempted by 

state law such as: the repeal of ordinances relating to the adoption or amendment 

of the City budget or any capital expenditure; the appropriation of money; the 

levying of taxes; the adoption or amendment of a comprehensive plan; the 

adoption, amendment, or repeal of zoning districts or regulations; the annexation 

or disannexation of land; the setting of rates, fees, charges, or assessments; the 

setting of salary or compensation of officers or employees; or the granting of 

franchises. 

(d) If any officer or employee of the City fails or refuses to perform any duty required 

under this Article, any citizen may file with the appropriate court for a writ of 

mandamus to force the officer or employee to perform such duty. 

(e) No ordinance, resolution, or action of the City Council, as referenced in Section 

6.01, shall be subject to more than one initiative or referendum election per 12-

month period from the date of the election.  

(f) No recall petition shall be filed against any officer of the City of Rosenberg within 

six months after his election, nor within three months after an election for such 
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officer's recall. 

 

Sec. 6.02. Form of recall, initiative and referendum petition, generally. 

(a) Any registered voter of the City may commence recall, initiative, or referendum 

proceedings by filing with the City Secretary a petition as required by this Article, 

provided that the registered voter must file with the City Secretary a Notice of Intent 

to circulate a petition before circulating the petition. For a recall petition only, The 

Notice of Intent to circulate a petition required by this subsection must be filed at least 

six months after the election of the person sought to be removed and must be filed 

prior to the date of signing of each signature contained in the petition. 

(b) At least one signer of the petition must swear or affirm before a notary public or other 

person authorized to administer oaths that each signature on the petition was made 

by the person whose signature it purports to be, and that oath must be memorialized 

on the petition. 

(c) A petition is valid if: 

(1) The petition complies with the applicable requirements of this Article and 

Chapter 277, Texas Election Code; and 

(2) The petition is filed after the notice of intent to circulate a petition is properly 

filed under subsection (a), if applicable. 

 

(d) Not later than the tenth business day after the date a petition is filed, the City Secretary 

shall review the petition and determine whether the petition is valid. If the City 

Secretary determines the petition is valid, the City Secretary shall attach a certificate 

to the petition stating that the petition is valid and submit the petition and certificate to 

the City Council as soon as practicable. If the City Secretary determines that the 

petition is not valid: 

 

(1) The City Secretary shall attach a certificate to the petition stating the facts 

supporting the determination that the petition is not valid; 

(2) The City Secretary shall notify the person who filed the petition of the City 

Secretary's determination; 

(3) The City Secretary shall return the petition to the person who filed it; and 

(4) The petition may be amended or supplemented and resubmitted not later than 

the tenth business day after the date of the certification under Subdivision (1). 

The City Secretary shall determine the validity of a petition resubmitted under 

this subdivision in the same manner as the original submission except that, if 

the City Secretary determines the petition is not valid, then the petition may not 

be further amended or supplemented. 

(e) The petition may consist of one or more copies, or subscription lists, circulated 

separately, and the signatures thereto may be upon the paper or papers containing 

the form of petition, or upon other papers attached thereto. Verifications provided for 

in this article may be made by one or more petitioners, and the several parts or copies 
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of the petition may be filed separately and by different persons; but no signatures to 

such petition shall remain effective or be counted which were placed thereon more 

than forty-five days prior to the filing of such petition or petitions with the person 

performing the duties of city secretary. All papers comprising a recall petition shall be 

filed with the person performing the duties of city secretary on the same day, and the 

said secretary shall immediately notify, in writing, the officer so sought to be removed, 

by mailing such notice to his Rosenberg address. City Council shall adopt a form of a 

petition for recall, initiative and referendum petitions by ordinance. 

 

Sec. 6.03. Petitions for recall. 

Before the question of recall of such officer shall be submitted to the qualified 

voters of the city, a petition demanding such question to be so submitted shall first be filed 

with the city secretary; which said petition shall be signed by qualified voters of the city 

equal in number to at least ten percent (10%) of the registered voters who voted at the 

City’s last general election or the signatures of at least 180 qualified voters, whichever is 

greater. Each signer of such recall petition shall personally sign his name thereto in ink 

or indelible pencil and shall write after his name his place of residence, giving name of 

street and number, or place of residence, and shall also write thereon the day, the month 

and year his signature was affixed. 

Sec. 6.04. Presentation of petition to city council. 

At the next regular or special council meeting after the date of the filing of the 

papers constituting the recall petition, the person performing the duties of city secretary 

shall present such a petition to the city council of the City of Rosenberg. 

Sec. 6.05.  Public hearing and Elections. 

Upon a valid petition and certificate being submitted to the City Council by the City 

Secretary, the City Council shall hold a public hearing on the matter as soon as 

practicable, at which only the person whose removal is sought may be heard. Unless the 

person whose removal is sought resigns prior to the conclusion of the public hearing, at 

the conclusion of the public hearing, the City Council shall order a recall election to be 

held on the first uniform election date that occurs 78 days after the date of the order. 

Sec. 6.06.  Ballots in recall election. 

The ballot for a recall election shall be printed to permit voting for or against the 

removal of the person sought to be removed and shall state the full name and title of the 

person. If less than a majority of the votes received at the recall election are in favor of 

removal of the person named on the ballot, the person remains in office. If a majority of 

the votes received are in favor of the removal of the person, the person's office shall be 

deemed vacant upon the passing of the resolution canvassing the election, and the 

vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed by this Charter for filling such vacancy. A 
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person removed by recall may not be appointed to fill the vacancy and may not be a 

candidate in any election called to fill the vacancy. 

Sec. 6.07. Result of recall election. 

If a majority of the votes cast at a recall election shall be against the recall of the 

person named on the ballot, he shall continue in office for the remainder of his unexpired 

term, subject to recall as before. If a majority of the votes cast at such an election be for 

the recall of the person named on the ballot, he shall, regardless of any technical defects 

in the recall petition, be deemed removed from office and the vacancy shall be filled as 

vacancies in the city council are filled, as provided in section 3.06 of this charter. 

Sec. 6.08. Petitions for Initiative. 

(a) Before an initiative election shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the city, a 

petition demanding such question to be so submitted shall first be filed with the city 

secretary. A petition for initiative must contain a number of signatures equivalent to 

at least ten percent (10%) of the registered voters who voted at the City’s last 

general election or the signatures of at least 180 qualified voters, whichever is 

greater and must set forth in full the text of the ordinance sought to be enacted. 

(b) Upon a valid petition and certificate being submitted to the City Council by the City 

Secretary, the City Council shall hold a public hearing on the matter as soon as 

practicable, at which any resident of the City may be heard. At the conclusion of 

the public hearing, the City Council shall either: 

(1) Adopt the ordinance set forth in the petition without any change in substance; 

or 

(2) Order an initiative election to be held on the first uniform election date that 

occurs 78 days after the date of the order. 

(c) The ballot for an initiative election shall be printed to permit voting for or against 

the ordinance sought to be enacted, and shall set forth the nature of the ordinance 

sufficiently to identify it. If less than a majority of the votes received at the initiative 

election are in favor of the ordinance, the ordinance is void. If a majority of the 

votes received are in favor of the ordinance, the ordinance shall be deemed 

enacted and become effective upon the passing of the resolution canvassing the 

election, and the City Council may only amend the ordinance pursuant to 

subsequent initiative proceedings, and may only repeal the ordinance pursuant to 

subsequent referendum proceedings. 

 

Sec. 6.09. Petitions for Referendum. 

(a) A petition for referendum must contain a number of signatures equivalent to at least 

ten (10%) percent of the registered voters who voted at the City’s last general election 

or the signatures of at least 180 qualified voters, whichever is greater, and must cite 

and attach the ordinance sought to be repealed and any and all amendments thereto. 

(b) Upon a valid petition and certificate being submitted to the City Council by the City 
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Secretary, the City Council shall hold a public hearing on the matter as soon as 

practicable, at which any resident of the City may be heard. At the conclusion of the 

public hearing, the City Council shall either: 

(1) Repeal the ordinance cited and attached to the petition and any and all 

amendments thereto; or  

 Order a referendum election to be held on the first uniform election date that occurs  

78 days after the date of the order. . 

(2) The ballot for a referendum election shall be printed to permit voting for or against 

the ordinance sought to be repealed, and shall set forth the nature of the ordinance 

sufficiently to identify it. If a majority of the votes received at the referendum 

election are in favor of the ordinance, the ordinance remains in effect. If less than 

a majority of the votes are in favor of the ordinance, the ordinance shall be deemed 

repealed and become void upon the passing of the resolution canvassing the 

election, and the City Council may only reenact the ordinance pursuant to 

subsequent initiative proceedings. 

 

Sec. 6.10.  Voluntary submission of legislation by the council. 

The city council, upon its own motion and by a majority vote of its members, may 

submit to popular vote at any election for adoption or rejection any proposed ordinance 

or resolution or measure, or may submit for repeal any existing ordinance, resolution or 

measure, in the same manner and within the same force and effect as provided in this 

article for submission on petition, and may in its discretion call a special election for this 

purpose. No ordinance, resolution or measure may be voluntarily submitted to the voters 

twice within any 12-month period under this Sec. 6.10. 

Sec. 6.11.  Inconsistent ordinances. 

If the provisions of two or more proposed ordinances or resolutions approved at 

the same election are inconsistent, the ordinance or resolution receiving the highest 

number of votes shall prevail. 

Sec. 6.12. Ordinances passed by popular vote, repeal or amendment. 

No ordinance or resolution which may have been passed by the city council upon 

a petition or adopted by popular vote under the provisions of this article shall be repealed 

or amended except by the city council in response to a referendum petition or by 

submission as provided in section 6.10 of this Charter. 

 

Sec. 6.13. Further regulations by city council. 

The city council may pass ordinances or resolutions providing other and further 

regulations for carrying out the provisions of this article not inconsistent herewith. 
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[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 27 

Should Section 8.01 Platting of property. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 8.01. Platting of property. 

(a) Hereafter, every owner of any tract of land situated within the corporate limits of the 
City of Rosenberg, who may divide the same in two or more parts for the purpose of 
laying out any subdivision or any addition to the city, shall comply with the provisions 
of Article 974a of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas of 1925, [V.T.C.A., 
Local Government Code § 212.004 et seq.] as now or hereafter amended, and said 
Article 974a [V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 212.004 et seq.] as now or 
hereafter amended, is hereby adopted and incorporated herein for all purposes.  

(b) The provisions of section 8.01(a) above shall apply similarly to the owner of any tract 
of land situated within a maximum distance of five miles beyond the corporate limits 
of the City of Rosenberg.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 28 

Should Section 8.03 Planning commission. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to provide for an odd number of members on the 

planning commission; replace obsolete references and update terminology to current 

legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 8.03. Planning commission. 

The city council may appoint a city planning commission consisting of seven six 
members and up to two ex-officio members who shall be residents of the City of 
Rosenberg, shall serve without compensation, and shall not hold any other position in the 
city government other than a temporary special task force or temporary committee.  

(a) Term of office. The six members first appointed shall serve until May 31st, 1958. 
Thereafter, the membership of the planning commission shall be appointed after 
each city election to serve a term of two years, ending on the 31st day of May of 
each second year, or until their successor shall have qualified.  

(b) Rules of procedure. The commission shall elect, annually, one of its number 
chairman, and shall establish its own rules of procedure which shall include the 
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following: A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members of the commission 
and an affirmative vote of a majority of those present shall be necessary to pass 
upon pending questions, the chairman being entitled to vote upon any question. 
All meetings shall be open to the public and a record of all proceedings shall be 
kept, which record shall be filed with the person performing the duties of city 
secretary and shall be a public record.  

(c) Vacancies. Membership of the planning commission shall be accompanied by 
active participation in the activities of the commission, and any member who is 
absent from three consecutive meetings of the commission without valid excuse, 
as determined by the commission, shall automatically be dismissed from 
membership. The commission shall at once notify the city council that a vacancy 
in the planning commission exists. Vacancies occurring in the commission, for 
whatever reason, shall be filled within thirty days by appointment by the city 
council for the remainder of the unexpired term.  

(d) Powers and duties. The commission shall have the power and shall be required 
to:  

(1) Make, amend, extend and add to the master plan for the physical 
development of the city.  

(2) Make and recommend to the city council, approval or disapproval of plats 
of proposed subdivisions submitted in accordance with Section 8.01 of this 
Charter. In considering such plats, the planning commission shall require 
that the proposed subdivisions shall meet, so far as is practicable, all the 
standards of layout and street and sidewalk construction on comparable 
property within the corporate limits of the City of Rosenberg, and shall 
further require that restrictions be placed on the use of the property within 
the City of Rosenberg.  

(3) Draft, and recommend to the city council for adoption, an official map of the 
city and recommend or disapprove proposed changes in such map.  

(4) Make, and recommend to the city council for adoption, a zoning plan and 
recommend or disprove proposed changes in such plan.  

(5) Make, and recommend to the city council for adoption, plans for the 
clearance and rebuilding of slum districts and blighted areas which may 
develop within the city.  

(6) Compile, and recommend to the city council for adoption, a building code, 
which code shall include the minimum standards of construction for 
buildings, the minimum standards for plumbing, and the minimum standards 
for wiring, and gas piping.  

(7) Submit annually to the city manager, not less than ninety days prior to the 
beginning of the budget year, a list of recommendations for capital 
improvements which, in the opinion of the commission, are necessary or 
desirable to be constructed during the forthcoming five years. Such list shall 
be arranged in order of preference, with recommendations as to which 
projects shall be constructed in which year.  
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(8) Meet not less than once each month; meetings to be held at the city hall 
unless prior notice of change of meeting place be given by publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation published in the City of Rosenberg.  

(9) Perform such other duties and be vested with such other powers as the city 
council shall from time to time prescribe.  

(e) Liaison with city council. The city manager, or his representative, shall attend the 
meetings of the planning commission and shall serve as liaison between the 
planning commission and the city council.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 29 

Should Section 8.04 Zoning commission of adjustment. of the Home Rule Charter of the 

City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete 

references as follows: 

Sec. 8.04. Zoning commission of adjustment. 

The city council may appoint a zoning commission of adjustment of five members 
who shall be resident taxpayers of the City of Rosenberg, shall be appointed to serve for 
a term of two years, shall adopt rules in accordance with the zoning ordinance of the city, 
shall select one of their number chairman and shall meet at the call of said chairman and 
at such other times as the commission may determine. All meetings of such commission 
shall be open to the public and minutes shall be kept of all proceedings showing the vote 
of each member present upon every question. The commission shall have all applicable 
powers granted in Articles 1011a through 1011j of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State 
of Texas, [V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 211.001 et seq.] as now or hereafter 
amended, which shall include the power to hear and determine appeals from refusal of 
building permits, and to permit exceptions to or variations from the zoning regulations in 
classes of cases or situations in accordance with the principles, conditions and procedure 
specified in the zoning ordinance. The five members first appointed shall serve until May 
31st, 1958; thereafter the membership of the zoning commissioner of adjustment [is] to 
be by appointment after each city election for a term of two years, ending May 31st of 
each second year, or until their successors shall have qualified.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 30 

Should Article IX. MUNICIPAL FINANCE. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 
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because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 9.01. Fiscal year. 

The fiscal year of the City of Rosenberg shall begin on the first day of October and 
shall end on the last day of September of each calendar year. Such fiscal year shall also 
constitute the budget and accounting year.  

 

Sec. 9.02. Preparation and submission of budget. 

The city manager, between forty-five and ninety days prior to the beginning of each fiscal 
year, shall submit to the council a proposed budget, which budget shall provide a 
complete financial plan for the fiscal year. And shall contain the following: 
 
(a) A budget message, explanatory of the budget, which message shall contain an 
outline of the proposed financial policies of the city for the fiscal year, shall set forth the 
reasons for salient changes from the previous fiscal year in expenditure and revenue 
items, and shall explain any major changes in financial policy.  
(b) A consolidated statement of anticipated receipts and proposed expenditures for all 
funds.  
(c) An analysis of property valuations.  
(d) An analysis of tax rates.  
(e) Tax levies and tax collections by years for at least five years.  
(f) General fund resources in detail.  
(g) Special fund resources in detail.  
(h) Summary of proposed expenditures by function, department and activity.  
(i) Detailed estimates of expenditures shown separately for each activity to support 
the summary [in] (h) above. Such estimates of expenditures are to include an itemization 
of positions showing the number of persons having each title and rate of pay.  
(j) A revenue and expense statement for all types of bonds.  
(k) A description of all bond issues outstanding, showing rate of interest, date of issue, 
maturity date, amount authorized, amount issued and amount outstanding.  
(l) A schedule of requirements for the principal and interest of each issue of bonds.  
(m) The appropriation ordinance.  
(n) The tax levying ordinance.  
 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 31 

Should Section 10.01 Power to borrow money. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to require a vote of two-thirds (2/3) approval of the entire 

city council to issue Certificates of Obligation to read as follows: 
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Sec. 10.01. Power to borrow money. 

(a) In keeping with the Constitution of Texas, and not contrary thereto, the City of 
Rosenberg shall have the right to issue, as provided herein, all tax bonds, revenue 
bonds, funding and refunding bonds, time warrants and other evidence of 
indebtedness as now authorized or as may hereafter be authorized to be issued by 
cities and towns by the General Laws of the State of Texas.  

(b) The City of Rosenberg shall not authorize or issue Certificates of Obligation unless 
authorized by an ordinance with the unanimousa vote of two-thirds (2/3) approval of 
the entire City Council.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 32 

Should Section 10.02 Bonds and warrants. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 10.02. Bonds and warrants. 

(a) All bonds, except refunding bonds, of the city, after having been authorized and 
issued in accordance with the provisions of this Charter and the laws of the state, 
shall be advertised at least once before the time set for the sale and shall be sold at 
public sale for the best bid, either at auction or upon sealed bid, and upon such other 
terms and conditions not inconsistent with express provisions of law and of this 
Charter as the city council may order. The city council shall have the right to reject 
any or all bids.  

(b) Warrants of the City of Rosenberg shall be issued in the manner provided by the 
General Laws of Texas applicable to cities and towns, as now authorized or as may 
be hereafter authorized.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 33 

Should Article XI. FINANCE ADMINISTRATION. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 
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Sec. 11.01. Director of finance, appointment and qualifications. 

(a) There shall be a department of finance, the head of which shall be the director of 
finance, who may shall be appointed by the city manager with the approval of the city 
council; and he shall give a surety bond for faithful performance of his duties. in a 
sum which shall be fixed by the city council at not less than ten thousand dollars, 
unless such position be filled by the city assessor-collector and then, in such event, 
the provisions of section 9.17 shall apply.  

(b) The director of finance shall have the proper knowledge of municipal accounting and 
taxation and sufficient experience in budgeting and financial control to properly 
perform the duties of the office.  

 

Sec. 11.07. Purchasing Policy. 

 The City shall adopt a purchasing policy which shall be reviewed and approved 
annually by the appropriate subcommittee of the City Council. 

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 34 

Should Article XII. FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete 

references as follows: 

ARTICLE XII. FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Sec. 12.01. Authority to Grant Franchises. Control over and powers with reference 

to city property. 

(a)  The right of control and use of the public streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, parks, 
public squares, and public places of the City is hereby declared to be inalienable by 
the City, except as may be provided by this Charter or other law, and no act or 
omission by the City Council or any officer or agent of the City shall be construed to 
grant, renew, extend, or amend by estoppel or indirection any right, franchise, or 
easement affecting said public streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, parks, public 
squares, public places and other real property.  

(b)  To the full extent allowed by law, the City may require that any person, utility, or 
company making use of City streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, parks, public 
squares, or other public places of the City to provide any service to the public first 
obtain the written consent of the City by license, permit, franchise, ordinance, or 
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otherwise, which may be subject to certain terms and conditions at the discretion of 
the City Council. 

 (c) To the full extent allowed by law, the City may regulate the rates, charges, fees, 
operations, and services of any person, utility, or entity providing water, wastewater, 
electricity, natural gas, telephone, telecommunications, cable television, taxicab, bus, 
solid waste, transportation, or similar service to the public within the City. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety]  

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 35 

Should Section 13.01 Publicity of records. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 13.01. Publicity of records. 

All records and accounts of every office, department or agency of the city shall be 
open to inspection by any citizen, any representative of a citizen's organization or any 
representative of the press at all reasonable times and under reasonable regulations 
established by the city manager.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 36 

Should Section 13.02 Personal interest. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and 

update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 13.02. Conflicts of Interest. Personal interest. 

For purposes of this Section the term “City Official” means any individual subject to 
the requirements of Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 171. It is hereby prohibited 
for City Council members or a City Official to violate the rules and regulations regarding 
conflicts of interest as set out in the Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 171. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 37 

Should Section 13.03 No officer or employee to accept gifts. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete 

references and update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 13.03. No officer or employee to accept gifts. 

No officer or employee of the City of Rosenberg shall ever accept, directly or 
indirectly, any gift, favor, privilege, or employment from anyone during such employment 
of such employee except as may be authorized by law or ordinance; provided, however, 
that policemen and firemen in uniform or wearing their official badges may accept such 
free services where the same is permitted by ordinance. Any officer or employee of the 
city who shall violate the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
may be punished by any fine that may be prescribed by ordinance for this offense, and 
shall forthwith be removed from office.  

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 38 

Should Section 13.04 Relatives of officers shall not be appointed or employed. of the 

Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions 

which have become inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and 

eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 13.04. Relatives of officers shall not be appointed or employed. 

No person related within the second degree of affinity, or within the third degree of 
consanguinity, to members of the city council or city manager shall be appointed to any 
office, position or service in the city, but this provision shall not affect officers or 
employees who are already employed by the city at the time when any officer who may 
be related within the named degree takes office.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 39 

Should Section 13.06 Damage suits. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg 

be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative because 
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they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and update 

terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 

Sec. 13.06. Damage suits. 

The City shall not be held liable on account of any claim for the death of any person 
or injuries to any person or damage to any property unless the person making such 
complaint or claiming such damages shall, within 120 days after the time at which it is 
claimed such damages were inflicted upon such person or property, file with the City 
written statement, under oath, stating the nature and character of such damages or 
injuries, the extent of the same, the place where the same happened, the circumstances 
under which same happened and the condition causing same, with a detailed statement 
of each item of damages and the amount thereof, giving a list of any witnesses known by 
affiant to have seen the accident. 

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 40 

Should Section 13.08 Service of process against the city. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to require all legal process against the city 

must be served upon the city manager to read as follows: 

Sec. 13.08. Service of process against the city. 

All legal process against city shall be served upon the city manager. mayor, or mayor 
pro-tem.  

 

[Portions deleted] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 41 

Should Section 13.10 Liens against city property. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

Sec. 13.10. Liens against city property. 

No lien of any kind shall ever exist against any property, real or personal, owned by 
the city except that the same be created by this Charter.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 42 

Should Section 13.11 Provisions relating to assignment, execution and garnishment. of 

the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate 

provisions which have become inoperative because they have been superseded by state 

law; and eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 13.11. Provisions relating to assignment, execution and garnishment. 

The property, real and personal, belonging to the city shall not be liable to be sold or 
appropriated under any writs of execution or cost bill. The funds belonging to the city, in 
the hands of any person, firm or corporation, shall not be liable to garnishment, 
attachment, or sequestration; nor shall the city be liable to garnishment on account of any 
debt it may owe or funds or property it may have on hand or owing to any person. Neither 
the city nor any of its officers or agents shall be required to answer any such writ of 
garnishment on any account whatever. The city shall not be obligated to recognize any 
assignment of wages or funds by its employees, agents or contractors.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 43 

Should Section 13.13 Church and school property not exempt from special assessments. 

of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate 

provisions which have become inoperative because they have been superseded by state 

law; and eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 13.13. Church and school property not exempt from special assessments. 

No property of any kind, by whomsoever owned or held or by whatsoever institution, 
agency, political subdivision, or organization, owned or held, whether in trust or by non-
profit organization, or corporation, or by foundation, or otherwise, (except property of the 
City), shall be exempt in any way from any of the special charges, levies and assessments 
except where required by state law.  

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 44 

Should Section 13.14 Effect of this charter on existing law. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become 
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inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete 

references as follows: 

Sec. 13.14. Effect of this charter on existing law. 

All ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations now in force under the city 
government of Rosenberg and not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter, shall 
remain in force under this Charter until altered, amended or repealed by the council after 
this Charter takes effect; and all rights of the City of Rosenberg under existing franchises 
and contracts are preserved in full force and effect to the City of Rosenberg. Upon 
adoption of this Charter it shall constitute the Charter of the City of Rosenberg.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 45 

Should Section 13.15 Continuance of contracts and succession of rights. of the Home 

Rule Charter of the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which 

have become inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and 

eliminate obsolete references as follows: 

Sec. 13.15. Continuance of contracts and succession of rights. 

(a) All contracts entered into by the city, or for its benefit, prior to the taking effect of this 
Charter, shall continue in full force and effect. Public improvements for which 
legislative steps have been taken under laws or ordinances existing at the time this 
Charter takes effect may be carried to completion in accordance with the provisions 
of such existing laws or ordinances.  

(b) All suits, taxes, penalties, forfeitures and all other rights, claims and demands, which 
have accrued under the laws heretofore in force governing the City of Rosenberg, 
shall belong to and be vested in and shall be prosecuted by and for the use and 
benefit of the corporation hereby created, and shall not in anywise be diminished, 
affected or prejudiced by the adoption and taking effect of this Charter.  

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 46 

Should Section 13.17 Amending the charter. of the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Rosenberg be amended in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; replace obsolete references and 

update terminology to current legal usage to read as follows: 
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Sec. 13.17. Amending the Charter. 

Amendments to this Charter may be framed, proposed, and adopted in the manner 
provided herein by the laws of the State of Texas.  

 

[Deleted and replaced in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 47 

Should Section 13.18 Submission of the Charter to electors. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become 

inoperative because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete 

references as follows: 

 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 48 

Should Section 13.19 Interim municipal government. of the Home Rule Charter of the City 

of Rosenberg be repealed in order to eliminate provisions which have become inoperative 

because they have been superseded by state law; and eliminate obsolete references as 

follows: 

[Deleted in its entirety] 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 49 

Should a new Section 13.20 Charter Review Commission. of the Home Rule Charter of 

the City of Rosenberg be adopted to provide for a charter review commission to review 

the City Charter every five (5) years to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 13.20 Charter Review Commission.  

(a)  Five years after the adoption of this Charter and every five years thereafter, the City 
Council shall appoint a Charter Review Commission composed of 13, 15, or 17 
members from a pool of qualified applicants. Appointment shall be made at the first 
regular meeting following the anniversary date of the Charter's adoption. The Charter 
Review Commission shall serve for six months, or a longer term if extended by the 
City Council, and shall meet at least once each month during its term.  
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(b)  The Charter Review Commission must establish its own rules of procedure, which 
must require that a quorum consists of a majority of its members and that an 
affirmative vote of a majority of all members present is necessary to act.  

(c)  The Charter Review Commission shall:  

(1)  Inquire into the operations of City government and review the Charter to 
determine whether it requires revision. Public hearings may be held and the 
commission shall have the power to compel the attendance of City officers or 
employees and to require the submission of City records necessary to its inquiry 
and review;  

(2)  Propose any recommendations it deems desirable to ensure compliance with 
Charter provisions by City departments;  

(3)  Propose any Charter amendments it deems desirable to improve the effective 
application of the Charter to current conditions; and  

(4)  Make a written report of its findings and recommendations to the City Council.  

(d)  The City Council shall receive and have published in the City's official newspaper 

the Charter Review Commission's final report. It shall consider any recommendations 

and, if any amendments are presented, shall order the amendment or amendments 

submitted to the voters of the City. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 50 

Should a new Section 13.21 Non-substantive revisions of the Home Rule Charter of the 

City of Rosenberg be adopted to read as follows: 

Sec. 13.21. Non-substantive Revisions.  

(a)  The City Council may at a regular meeting, without approval of the voters, adopt an 
ordinance that makes the following types of revisions to this Charter:  

(1)  Renumbering, revising titles, and rearranging parts thereof;  

(2)  Correcting errors in spelling, grammar, cross-references, and punctuation; and  

(3)  Revising language to reflect modern usage and style.  

(b)  A revision adopted under this section is not intended to and is not to be interpreted 
as making any substantive change in any Charter provision. 
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 51 

Should a new Section 13.22 Liability Coverage for City Officials of the Home Rule Charter 

of the City of Rosenberg be adopted read as follows: 

Sec. 13.22. Liability Coverage for City Officials.  
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The City shall provide liability coverage to all officials and officers in an amount to be 
determined by the City Council to provide protection for any claim, judgment, or litigation 
arising out of the official's or officer's actual or alleged error or misstatement of fact or 
omission or neglect or breach of duty, including misfeasance, malfeasance, or 
nonfeasance, by the official or officer in the discharge of their duties with the City, 
individually or collectively, or any matter claimed against them solely by reason of their 
being or having been City officials or officers. 

 


